
 

 

 OSCS Board Meeting Minutes 

September 14, 2016 

Members Present: David Thompson, Ariel Poholek, Beth Kaminstein, Kim Carter,             

Bridget Dangel, Laurie Brooks, Ray Bonachea 

Principal: Abbie Freeman 

Guests: Stephen Goldstein, Richard Schwartz, Kristen Giordano, Lizzie Heilbron,              

Martha Loizeaux 
 

5:07 pm Dave called meeting to order.    

 

 

             The meeting began with an insurance presentation by Stephen Goldstein and Richard    

             Schwartz of Gateway-Acentria Insurance Agency.  There was discussion and    

             the board thanked them for their time. Abbie is continuing to do insurance inquiries. 

 

       A) Laurie motioned to approve the July financials. Ray seconded the motion. Motion        

             passed.  

 

             Laurie then motioned to approve the August minutes. Bridget seconded. Motion passed  

 

            Beth motioned to approve the August financials. Ari seconded. The motion passed.  

 

 

B) Principals Report: 

1. The gate permit is running late. Bridget will check on the delay with Ronnie’s 

Fencing Company.  

2. The office wall is finished. It needs painting. Abbie is very pleased and has already 

used the space for private meetings.  

3. Renaissance Benchmark is a highly efficient tool for teaching reading and math that 

is working well in other schools, is recognized by the state and is a great tool for 

parents. Abbie will be providing us with more information about this.   

4. The school check-in system is working.  

5. One bus is currently on campus and running fine. The other bus is at Wheaton’s Auto  

for repairs.   

6. Abbie is going to need more time to go through storage. We will need to hold off on 

securing a new place to store things.  

7. Preparations are going smoothly for the upcoming audit. Ted from Pribramsky & 

Company can come and talk to us about the audit. He can also compare our line item 

amounts with what other charter schools are paying for those same line items, such as 

rent, which Abbie is particularly curious about.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

B) Old Business: 

1. Ari has been working on the bylaws. He had to leave early, but Dave went over the 

highlighted sections where changes are being made. 

2. Our regularly scheduled OSCS Board meetings are now held on the second Monday 

of each month at 5pm unless otherwise announced.  

3. Abbie announced that Lizzie is stepping down from her job working with the ESE 

students due to a recent reduction in the number of ESE students by nearly 50%. 

Lizzie will still be a substitute teacher and work on a consultant basis for Hillary 

when needed.  

4. Abbie will let board members know when fingerprinting is back online.  

5. Abbie will also talk to parents to see who might volunteer for our fundraising 

committee. Some different fundraising ideas are already in the works. The teachers 

are doing a monthly raffle. Ray suggested the raffle be posted on Facebook. We are 

now using TSS Photography for school pictures and we’ll potentially raise 10% - 

30% of total picture sales depending on participation.  Abbie also is doing the kids’ 

art fundraiser where each parent receives a magnet of their child’s art project, but can 

buy mugs, t-shirts or other items and a portion goes to the school. A Yankee Candle 

Company fundraiser is also planned. Kim promised to buy at least two candles.  

   

Beth motioned to approve the purchase of worker’s comp insurance for the teachers 

during water related field trips up to the amount quoted by Gateway-Acentria Insurance, 

but not to exceed that amount with the understanding that Abbie will get additional 

quotes. Laurie seconded the motion. The motion passed.  

 

Laurie then motioned to approve health insurance for the teachers and staff to be 

purchased through Gateway-Acentria and payroll services to be obtained through 

Pribramsky and Company’s payroll services division.  Beth seconded the motion. Motion 

passed.  

 

Beth motioned to approve the OSCS Puerto Rico field trip. Kim seconded the motion. 

The motion passed.  

 

Dave motioned to adjourn at 7:30 pm. Kim seconded the motion. Motion passed.  

 


